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Abstract
Provide a synopsis of the project being pursued with emphasis what is the overall
goal/hypothesis, what has been done to achieve the same. Summarize the results
that might have been obtained and the goals set for the forthcoming semester. Avoid
citations, tables, formulae and abbreviations. Word limit: 250.
A synopsis figure/illustration/graphic representation may also be presented here to
emphasize the idea of the project pursued.
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Introduction
Provide a detailed background of the project being pursued, with a comprehensive
literature survey that builds up to the goals being pursued. Use figures to introduce
the fundamentals (as required), the motivation, clearly define the aims of the work
that will be achieved at the end of the MS project (i.e. 10th semester thesis) and the
plausible outcome in terms of broader context. Provide citations in the ACS format.
Introduce all abbreviations that may be used. Word limit: 1000.

Fig. 1: Figure title. (a) Provide figure legend for sub-set 1 of figure 1; (b) Provide figure
legend for sub-set 2 of figure 1; (c) Provide figure legend for sub-set 3 of figure 1;
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Materials and methods
Provide details of the experimental set up, document details that would help
reproducing the samples/data generated. Describe the process involved in sample
preparation, instrument specifications and the techniques employed. Include sample
size, sample conditions (concentrations, buffer, pH, temperature, etc.), control
experiments and all formulae used in the data analysis with clear description of the
variables (with units, preferably SI) used in the equation(s). Use past tense and
passive voice, with order of steps following the order in which they have to be carried
out. Include figures as required. Word limit: 1000.

Fig. 2: Figure title. (a) Provide figure legend for sub-set 1 of figure 2; (b) Provide figure
legend for sub-set 2 of figure 2;
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Results
Present results that might be available from the experiments performed so far. Use
tables, figures, graphs/plots and other pertinent tools to present obtained results.
Provide error/standard deviation involved in the data analysis. The report is not
expected to be results heavy as it is just the 9th semester progress. Spectra and all
additional data (for instance, used for quality control) and not discussed should be
added to appendix.
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Discussion
This section can be combined with results, left to the discretion of the investigators.
Summarize and discuss the results that have been obtained so far in the light of how
it contributes towards the goal(s)/hypothesis of the work. Rationalize any deviations
and propose modifications that could/will be performed.
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Conclusion/Summary
Summarize your findings, emphasize on the important outcomes, and relate them to
the aims/hypothesis proposed in the introduction. Conclusions are not expected for
this report, but list any partial achievements if present from the progress so far. Word
limit: 500.

Further Steps
Propose and list the steps/experiments that will be carried out in the forthcoming
semester to achieve all the goals/aims of this project. Bulleted and concise points
are strongly encouraged. Word limit: 500.

Contributions
Clearly indicate your contributions in this submitted work. If data from other students
is presented to support this work, indicate their contributions (experimental,
intellectual, etc.) as well. For instance, please take a look at the following.
Vivek Singh performed the chemical synthesis and spectral analysis under the
guidance of Pradipta Maiti and Prashant Reddy. Vivek Singh and Amit Kumar
performed all ligand binding and electrochemistry experiments with assistance from
Prashant Reddy. Vivek Singh wrote the report with inputs from Prof. Narayana
Prasad.
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Appendix
Provide additional data (spectra, theory, etc.) and relevant subject matter that would help the
presented material.

8

